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must be protected as far as possible by escorts and
by the organization of convoys. Finally, a truceless
war must be waged against the U-boats, in the hope
that the point would be reached when we could sink
them faster than Germany could build them.

British statesmen made earnest appeals to their
countrymen, and met with a wining response. By
the early summer of 1917 Great Britain had grown
into one vast market garden, and every type of
citizen had become an amateur food-producer.
There were periodic shortages of certain articles of
diet, and the supply of certain imported materials,
such as pulp for paper-making, steadily declined.
But on the whole the British people showed an
adaptability in the crisis with which their best
friends had scarcely credited them. The shipbuilding
programmes were enlarged and speeded up. The
convoy system, opposed at the start by the whole
merchant service, was successful, and in the Atlantic
presently gave good results. As for our offensive
against the submarine, it proceeded slowly but
surely, by a multitude of devices the tale of which
cannot be told in this place. Our system of naval
intelligence was perfected, and our aircraft became
deadly weapons both for the detection and destruc-
tion of the German craft. The enemy losses increased
slightly during the first quarter of the year ; during
the second quarter they rose more sharply; and
after June the curve mounted steeply.
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